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Suggestions for Nursery and 
Reception Learning Sessions 

Tree detectives: 

 Learn about the winter trees at the nature park. 
 Can we try to work out what the trees are in the park? 
 Where have the leaves gone? 
 We will read the story Stickman and make our own stickman to take back to our 

family tree! 
 Best delivered in December, January and February. 

Signs of spring: 
• Have a walk around the park! 
• What can you spot to tell us that spring is on its way? 
• Why not read the story Tiny seed, plant a bean, and decorate a pot. 
• Best delivered in March and April.



 

 

 
We recommend that:

 A teacher or an experienced environmental educator should lead your learning session; 
 The park is large enough to take a class of up to 30 children with teachers/adults present; 
 Link your learning session to the curriculum and fit it to your current scheme of work; 
 Suggestions for inclusion in a risk assessment are available on the website. 
 Sessions held in the park have typically been 90-120 minutes long and you are welcome to stay in the 

park for lunch and enjoy free time.   Tables and litter bins are provided.  Drinking water can be found 
nearby 

 It is the school’s responsibility to arrange any transport to the park and cover these costs. 

 

Bug safari: 
 If you have the right equipment why not go for a bug hunt in the 

meadow and woods?

Key equipment might include:

 Bug Container: Clear plastic jar or box with air holes for 
observation and temporary housing;

 Magnifier: Hand lens or bug viewer for close-up details;
 Gentle Scoop: A spoon or paintbrush to carefully move insects.
 Identification Aid: A spotter guide or ID book
 Safety & Hygiene: Hand sanitizer. 
 A Net: A sweep net for catching flying insects or bugs in bushes.
 Pooter: A small device for sucking up tiny insects safely.
 Beating Tray: A light-coloured sheet to catch insects dislodged 

from foliage.
 Sketchbook & Pencil: For drawing and noting findings.
 Camera: To photograph interesting specimen
 Read The very hungry caterpillar and make a tissue paper and 

willow butterfly. 
 Special interest - Can you spot any butterflies or moths in the 

park? 

Best delivered in May, June, July and September. 

Signs of autumn scavenger hunt: 
 What are the parts of the tree? 
 Why not read a story about Leaves and 
 then use leaves from the park to do leaf 

printing and rubbing. 
 Best delivered in September, October and 

November. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Sketchbook+%26+Pencil&sca_esv=88a22a1789578c76&sxsrf=ANbL-n7GRNgSXYFKhLORUAdj4AsxZsRjYA%3A1769009414542&ei=BvFwaeTeIK6vhbIP-bzKwQw&ved=2ahUKEwiJjJu9-pySAxVWWEEAHSVvIkcQgK4QegQIBRAH&uact=5&oq=Equipment+for+a+bug+hunt&gs_lp=_hTGCMboGBggBEAEYAZIHBDE2LjmgB7WnAbIHBDE1Ljm4B6kSwgcGMC43LjE4yAddgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfDCeAstf0yNlC8d0vBKoGyBVwXKQuHNoOYseCSP4zMpGEgl3OefWW9K5Lepg_mzTgpvigm_fLAqifwtGOILzwew1OVcM9_7-FWYs7PwAnbn6LNbFC1sZNa4A5Yc3hrpT_dc2lBHGnpFm4MlzSEJ_MLqkIrtVvfQcTXzwc82J07rD93xV78FszX2fwAnvVUgwbiTwDUppIMcQaI83ABA4r3BNN8I_WPixqYaSTOVxyIUrKlXS-rdRl33niDxkuMq7Dn0LWpUGqLQ7P8KBJRK0scD&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Beating+Tray&sca_esv=88a22a1789578c76&sxsrf=ANbL-n7GRNgSXYFKhLORUAdj4AsxZsRjYA%3A1769009414542&ei=BvFwaeTeIK6vhbIP-bzKwQw&ved=2ahUKEwiJjJu9-pySAxVWWEEAHSVvIkcQgK4QegQIBRAF&uact=5&oq=Equipment+for+a+bug+hunt&gs_lp=_hTGCMboGBggBEAEYAZIHBDE2LjmgB7WnAbIHBDE1Ljm4B6kSwgcGMC43LjE4yAddgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfDCeAstf0yNlC8d0vBKoGyBVwXKQuHNoOYseCSP4zMpGEgl3OefWW9K5Lepg_mzTgpvigm_fLAqifwtGOILzwew1OVcM9_7-FWYs7PwAnbn6LNbFC1sZNa4A5Yc3hrpT_dc2lBHGnpFm4MlzSEJ_MLqkIrtVvfQcTXzwc82J07rD93xV78FszX2fwAnvVUgwbiTwDUppIMcQaI83ABA4r3BNN8I_WPixqYaSTOVxyIUrKlXS-rdRl33niDxkuMq7Dn0LWpUGqLQ7P8KBJRK0scD&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Pooter&sca_esv=88a22a1789578c76&sxsrf=ANbL-n7GRNgSXYFKhLORUAdj4AsxZsRjYA%3A1769009414542&ei=BvFwaeTeIK6vhbIP-bzKwQw&ved=2ahUKEwiJjJu9-pySAxVWWEEAHSVvIkcQgK4QegQIBRAD&uact=5&oq=Equipment+for+a+bug+hunt&gs_lp=_hTGCMboGBggBEAEYAZIHBDE2LjmgB7WnAbIHBDE1Ljm4B6kSwgcGMC43LjE4yAddgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfDCeAstf0yNlC8d0vBKoGyBVwXKQuHNoOYseCSP4zMpGEgl3OefWW9K5Lepg_mzTgpvigm_fLAqifwtGOILzwew1OVcM9_7-FWYs7PwAnbn6LNbFC1sZNa4A5Yc3hrpT_dc2lBHGnpFm4MlzSEJ_MLqkIrtVvfQcTXzwc82J07rD93xV78FszX2fwAnvVUgwbiTwDUppIMcQaI83ABA4r3BNN8I_WPixqYaSTOVxyIUrKlXS-rdRl33niDxkuMq7Dn0LWpUGqLQ7P8KBJRK0scD&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Net&sca_esv=88a22a1789578c76&sxsrf=ANbL-n7GRNgSXYFKhLORUAdj4AsxZsRjYA%3A1769009414542&ei=BvFwaeTeIK6vhbIP-bzKwQw&ved=2ahUKEwiJjJu9-pySAxVWWEEAHSVvIkcQgK4QegQIBRAB&uact=5&oq=Equipment+for+a+bug+hunt&gs_lp=_hTGCMboGBggBEAEYAZIHBDE2LjmgB7WnAbIHBDE1Ljm4B6kSwgcGMC43LjE4yAddgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfDCeAstf0yNlC8d0vBKoGyBVwXKQuHNoOYseCSP4zMpGEgl3OefWW9K5Lepg_mzTgpvigm_fLAqifwtGOILzwew1OVcM9_7-FWYs7PwAnbn6LNbFC1sZNa4A5Yc3hrpT_dc2lBHGnpFm4MlzSEJ_MLqkIrtVvfQcTXzwc82J07rD93xV78FszX2fwAnvVUgwbiTwDUppIMcQaI83ABA4r3BNN8I_WPixqYaSTOVxyIUrKlXS-rdRl33niDxkuMq7Dn0LWpUGqLQ7P8KBJRK0scD&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Bug+Container&sca_esv=88a22a1789578c76&sxsrf=ANbL-n7GRNgSXYFKhLORUAdj4AsxZsRjYA%3A1769009414542&ei=BvFwaeTeIK6vhbIP-bzKwQw&ved=2ahUKEwiJjJu9-pySAxVWWEEAHSVvIkcQgK4QegQIAxAB&uact=5&oq=Equipment+for+a+bug+hunt&gs_lp=_hTGCMboGBggBEAEYAZIHBDE2LjmgB7WnAbIHBDE1Ljm4B6kSwgcGMC43LjE4yAddgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfDCeAstf0yNlC8d0vBKoGyBVwXKQuHNoOYseCSP4zMpGEgl3OefWW9K5Lepg_mzTgpvigm_fLAqifwtGOILzwew1OVcM9_7-FWYs7PwAnbn6LNbFC1sZNa4A5Yc3hrpT_dc2lBHGnpFm4MlzSEJ_MLqkIrtVvfQcTXzwc82J07rD93xV78FszX2fwAnvVUgwbiTwDUppIMcQaI83ABA4r3BNN8I_WPixqYaSTOVxyIUrKlXS-rdRl33niDxkuMq7Dn0LWpUGqLQ7P8KBJRK0scD&csui=3
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